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A description of the Great Lessons, the Key Lessons, and the Follow On Lessons and how they are used in the classroom.  This is a very drafty draft, not much to it, but I figured I’d give you a flavor of what I intend to write when I get the time to polish it up!




Introduction
Here’s what I’ll be tellin’ ya.
The Great Lessons
The Great Lessons are the backbone to all the knowledge of the Universe – physics, astronomy, biology, anthropology, mathematics, etc.  What are the Great Lessons?  (List and describe)  When and how are these administered?
The Key Lessons
The Key Lessons give finer detail and fan the fires of the Great Lessons.  Here are some examples of the Key Lessons.  (List and describe)  When and how are these administered?
Follow On Lessons
Follow on lessons are even finer detail.  (Are they created by the teacher, or are there a list of them?  Need more info.)  Here are some examples of follow on lessons.  (List and describe.)  When and how are these administered?
Purpose of the Great Lessons
These lessons are not intended to *teach*, but to inspire the drive to learn more.  The child’s appetite for learning is insatiable.  These Great Lessons give it focus, and fix the otherwise aimless appetite for learning.
Use of the Subconscious
Also, the intention is not to teach the child everything, but to “cast seeds as widely as possible.”  Information is meant to be held lightly in the brain, for it is the engrams who process information through the unconscious mind.  So these concepts are not meant to be understood or remembered with one or two exposures.
The Flaming Ball of the Imagination
The imagination is used to spread knowledge.  A child studies one thing to great detail, then uses the imagination to see the rest of the world.  Study of one tree spreads to an understanding of all trees, even to plants, and in some respects to animals, fish, corals, and all living things – just through the study of one thing.  The imagination has the ability to see and experience things infinitely far back in time, as well as infinitely far away – the breadth of time and space!
Hands-On Learning
As the child must research one thing to a depth before being able to expand the imagination outward, so, too, must the child experience real things in the world to imagine them in the distant past or far away.  Direct contact with the real world is essential to Montessori education, and the child should have constant access to the natural world within the school grounds, as well as an on-site museum or hands-on examples of real things.
 The Proper Use of Freedom
Montessori believed the child needed freedom, and it has become fashionable in other classroom situations to give children more freedom, but Montessori disagrees.  The child’s interest *requires* preparation.  It can’t just be left to run loose.  Freedom without constraints is misunderstood.
Tis a Gift to be Simple
Simplicity is key – for too much complexity might satisfy the child’s hunger for knowledge.  The point is to spark interest, not satisfy it.  Materials in the classroom are intentionally limited.  The child must find answers elsewhere.
Social Aspect of Learning
Working together on study projects helps all children involved to learn.  This allows children to share knowledge gained, while also enjoying the richness of deep research for themselves.  Therefore depth and breadth are gained working in groups.
Conclusion
	See, that’s what I told ya.

